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Dear Friends & Supporters,  

 

Mission Statement  
  

òThe Cornell Cooperative Extension educational system enables                
people to improve their lives and communities through partnerships               

that put experience and research knowledge to work.ó 

   
Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Darwin Allen                 Paul J. Fitzpatrick 
2010 President Board                    Executive Director 
of Directors 

       It sure does seem as though 2010 has passed us by in a hurry and a new decade is upon us. Your Cornell     
Cooperative Extension staff and volunteers in Madison County have been hard at work in developing programs which 
are relevant to the needs of this new decade. Some of these are in fact new programs and some are the ñtried and 
trueò programs which we have been well known for over time. The trick is to know when a program has run its course 
and let it go, improve on the ones which truly make an impact and to have the ñwisdom to know the differenceò.  Our 
programs in Madison County continue to address issues of interest to local residents. Extension programs are not 
only volunteer managed, they are volunteer driven at all levels. We continue to claim bragging rights as Madison 
Countyõs premier volunteer organization with over 1000 volunteers providing literally tens of thousands of hours 
of valuable service to residents of Madison County. They do this not for salary or other compensation but simply for 
the opportunity to give back to their community, to make Madison County a better place to live. If you have a skill or 
even a desire to be involved, give us a call - we have plenty of openings! 
 
      We hope that you will read and enjoy the following sampling of some of our program offerings. This is by no 
means a complete listing of our efforts, but a few highlights of what Cornell Cooperative Extension offers and the  
impact these programs have on the citizens of Madison County. The difficult economic times have made many of 
these programs even more important to many in need of help. As the financial charts at the end of this report point 
out, we have learned how to squeeze many dollars worth of services out of each dollar we receive in local funding. 
We do appreciate the difficulty county officials have faced in recent years in funding local programs in a climate of 
economic uncertainty. On behalf of the many folks who benefit every day from Cornell Cooperative Extension         
programs - a heartfelt Thank You! 
 
     Finally, a comment which comes from our board president, personally.  I have just completed my second six year 
term on the Cornell Cooperative Extension Board of Directors, many of which have been as your President.  Due to 
our constitutional term limits 2010 will be my last year. It has truly been a pleasure to serve in this capacity. The staff 
and volunteers who run this organization are an exceptional bunch of people. There have been some challenges and 
some good old fashion hard work but I wouldnôt give any of it back! The people of Madison county are well served by 
their Extension Association and I have been proud to have been a part of it !  It is my sincere hope that in spite of 
economic hard times this organization will continue to thrive and to be the asset that it has always been to the        
citizens of Madison County ! 
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Agriculture  

Program Staff: Karen Baase, Association Issue Leader - Kathe Evans, Community   

Educator - Steve Miller, FMNP Coordinator - Becca Jablonski, AED Specialist -        
Lindsey Mc Donnell, AED Specialist Assistant 

By: Kathe Evans, Community Educator 
 

     Cornell Cooperative Extension has worked with farmers in Madison County on a variety of 
issues in our 100 years of existence. Since the mid 70ôs CCE has been a vital link in the               
education of growers who wish to become and remain certified to purchase and apply pesticides 
for their crops. Educational programs for certification and recertification must meet strict             
guidelines and are approved by the New York Department of Environmental Conservation before 
being presented by CCE. 
 

  Over 100 growers have attended meetings in the past year that provide essential information that will 
improve their ability to utilize chemical control in the most environmentally responsible manner. The   
annual Madison County Crop Congress brings a variety of speakers who address critical topics of            
interest to growers. A new addition this year was a day-long clinic, offered in cooperation with local 
equipment dealers, that focused on calibration techniques for pesticide sprayers. 

òI need to recalibrate my sprayeró  ʾ òMore people need to attend these meetingsó                         
 ʾ òThis information keeps me up to dateó 

Pesticide Training Helps Farmers and The Environment  

By: Karen Baase, Association Issue Leader 
 

     Cornell Cooperative Extension has historically played an important role in introducing 
new technologies to farmers. Today, Global Positioning System (GPS) technology is an 
example thatôs revolutionizing agriculture. Itôs touted in trade magazines, farmers see on 
showroom floors, and we all hear of its widespread use in the Midwest. But can it work on 
Madison County farms? 
 

     To help answer that question, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County 
teamed up with Joe Scalach, Indoor Sales Rep from Empire Tractor, Inc. and Rob     
Farnham, and agronomist with Agrinetix, LLC, Rochester to explain on-farm GPS                 
applications to local farmers. The Arnold Fisher Dairy Complex at Morrisville State     
College hosted the event.   
 

Farmers learned that GPS provides the following advantages: 
Â Guidance systems (steering mechanisms) are within an inch of accuracy, row after 

row. 
Â Reduced overlap of pesticides, fertilizer, etc. reduces growing costs.  
Â Digitized soil type characteristics ñon the groundò are integrated into planters and 

drills, so that they automatically adjust to the appropriate planting depth. 
Â They offer on-going recordkeeping systems for crop reporting or yield monitoring. 
Â Guidance systems help reduce farmer fatigue especially during the busy planting 

and harvest seasons. 
 

     Based on a collaboratorôs analysis, he expected that 50% of those attending would be 
investing in some kind of ñstart upò GPS system.  In the end, the program provided an 
introduction to a new technology that can be used in Madison County and can, be cost 
effective.  

Introducing New Technologies To Agriculture  

Rob Farnham, Agrinetix LLC                 
agronomist, describes basic tools needed          

with GPS. 
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òThis is one   
of  the best           
calibration 

clinics          
Iõve attended.ó  


