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April 30"
for the FREE

= Safe Pill Drop — Off
9:00am - 1:00pm
At the Madison County Land Fill

Madison County residents can bring
their:
+ Expired and unused medications,

. Unused veterinary meds
+ Over-the —Counter Prescriptions
+ Sharps (Lancets & Syringes)
to the Madison County Landfill for
proper disposal. Residents are asked to
bring all needles in red bio hazard
containers.

There will be free shredding of
confidential documents available on the
same day.
Questions? Call BRiDGES at
315-697-3947 or Sharon Driscoll at
315-366-2788.
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Local Producers Complete Beef Quality Assurance Program

By: Karen Baase, Association Issue Leader,
CCE Madison County

Close to 20 beef and dairy producers from
Madison, Oneida, and Herkimer Counties
completed the Beef Quality Assurance
Program™ on Saturday, April 9. Prior to the
final meeting, Carol Gillis, Executive Director of
the NY Beef Industry Council, introduced the
program and the rationale behind it - “...to ensure
that beef and dairy cattle are produced and
managed in a manner that will result in a safe and
wholesome beef product for the consumer.” The
training concluded at the Brewer Farm,
Canastota, owned by Paul O’'Mara. Mike Baker,
Beef Specialist with Cornell University, taught and |
demonstrated the basics in giving injections,
reading and understanding drug labels, and other
practices that enhance beef product quality,
maximize marketability, and strengthen consumer
confidence.

Beéaf .
uali
Assurance?‘,

Support Madison County Agriculture, Become A “Member” Of A

Farm Today!
By: Lindsey McDonnell, AED Assistant during the colder Greyrock Farm CSA get
Spring has officially arrived and many season — including to pick and choose what
the earliest they want to take and how

Madison County farmers are already hard at

work. Over the past decade, Madison strawberries of the

much. In other words,

County has witnessed a growth in farms that Season. Sommer's CSA members get to

market their products throughout the Harvest proyldes its gustormze thelur shares to

community through farm membership, also Qsﬁ?r?ggsﬂvglrg]l fit their tastes.

known as Community Supported Agriculture - ; i

(CSA). By participating in a CSA, the bouquets and - a fun-filled experience f?)?lph%‘ﬁr:to(l)g ?aﬁﬁA ¥

consumer pays a membership fee at the Alambria Springs Farm has its own wood eild Ip bt how hoaltw 1 %/

beginning of the season in exchange fora  fired bread oven. cren an fearm ot iow fisa iy TS

weekly share of the farm's harvest. Madison . , . and vegetables are grown and wqu with their
, Madison County’s Agricultural parents to cook and taste new recipes. To

County now has 8 CSAs from which to Economic Development Program recently learn more about a CSA near you, see the list

choose! interviewed one of Madison County’s of farms below.

Each CSA works a litle differently — newest CSA farm: Greyrock Farm. When  Alambria Springs Farm-315-837-4769,
some include fruit, meat, bread and other  @ked what separates this CSA from www alambriafarm.com,

others in the county, owner Matt Voltz Aunt Bee’s Farm-315-564-6596 http://

L L www.auntbeesfarm.com
others include pick your own crops, and replied, "Most CSAs in this area offer uni -315-893-
picK y p vegetables and sometimes eggs for the Common Thread Community Farm-315-893-7767

feature on-farm events for the whole family. , hich tvoicall www.commonthreadcsa.com
At Common Thread Community Farm you ~ 9rowing season, which typically means G0 ooy Farm-484-888-6254

locally-grown and processed products —

get a variety of heirloom vegetables from  June to October or November. The www.greyrockfarmesa.com
their Northeast Organic Farming Association Creyrock Farm CSAiis year-round and  {cky Moon Farm-315-655-2283
(NOFA) pledge farm for pick up at their bam includes grass-fed beef and lamb, http://www.luckymoonfarm.blogspot.com/

pastured pork and chicken, eggs from Smitty's Market Farm-315-684-7779
pastured laying hens, and raw milk as well Sommer's Harvest-315-527-3429

as seasonal vegetables and storage www.somersharvestfarm.com
crops. Also, instead of giving members a  Stone Brothers Farm & Greenhouse-
box of food each week, members of the ~ 315-655-3213

or at drop off locations throughout Central
New York. Stone Brothers Farm &
Greenhouse is launching their CSA this year
and will provide members with
hydroponically grown fresh vegetables
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Clean Feeding Utensils Help Keep Calves Healthy

By: Neil Broadwater, Extension Edncator

Would you mix soiled bedding, dirt or
manure in with the milk replacer,
colostrum or waste milk before feeding it
to pre-weaned calves? Of course not!
Yet, there are calf feeders using pails
and nipples that have not been cleaned
and sanitized or that have become
contaminated since the last feeding.
Recent research at Penn State (Journal
of Dairy Science, Nov. 2010) evaluated
the effectiveness of pasteurization by
measuring bacteria counts in the waste milk
before and after pasteurization as well as in
the milk fed to calves. The research results
showed that pasteurization reduces the
number of bacteria in milk. No surprise!
However, they also found that all types of
bacteria counts were higher in samples
pulled from calf buckets at feeding than in
pasteurized milk before feeding. The
researchers concluded that this is a good
indicator that milk is frequently contaminated
between pasteurization and feeding. | think
this is a good reminder of why it is important
to always clean and sanitize feeding utensils
right after use as well as take measures to
prevent contamination of those utensils and
the milk before feeding.

Proper cleaning and sanitizing
procedures of feeding utensils can mean
extra work and it does take time. This may
seem like a small matter, given the bacteria
and other pathogens in the total environment
to which the calf is exposed. However, the
details of all calf management practices can
make a difference in having healthy calves or
sick calves. It's important to have a
consistent, efficient, cost-effective approach
to keep the utensils clean and sanitary,
everyday. It takes someone being
responsible to get it done. It may take writing
up a protocol stating the procedures to be
used, then posting them so that anyone who
feeds the pre-weaned calves understands
them and follows them, every time.

Here are some suggestions to make sure
feeding utensils are as free of bacteria and
pathogens as possible:

3 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County

Storage:
o After

cleaning and
sanitizing,
allow
containers,

nipples, balling
guns, stomach
tubes to air dry.
+ Avoid

Cleaning and sanitizing:
+ Every utensil used for feeding calves

must be thoroughly cleaned and
sanitized after each feeding. This
includes balling guns and stomach
tubes. Nipple buckets should be taken
apart and cleaned.

Have enough feeding utensils to be able
to clean and disinfect between uses,
especially on sick calves. If nipples or
buckets are shared by multiple calves
during a feeding, they must be
disinfected between calves.

Begin cleaning milk-feeding utensils by
rinsing in cold or lukewarm water. Using
hot water during rinsing makes the milk
proteins stick to the surfaces.

Just "rinsing-off" and storing the utensils
is not good enough.

After rinsing, then use water at least
1200F that contains both a detergent
and a disinfectant. Expose the
equipment to the solution as long as
possible. The longer the exposure to
chlorine the greater the opportunity for
killing bacteria. Use 1 cup of fresh
household-strength bleach in 5 gallons
of very hot water. If there are calves with
scours — use 1%z cups to 5 gallons.
Dump nipples into the solution. Fill the
bottles with it.

+ Use a wash acid at a rate of about 1

ounce per 5 gallons of lukewarm water
to get rid of any possible remaining milk
solids on the containers. Most bacteria
will not grow in very acid conditions. Acid
sanitizers designed for manual cleaning
of bulk tanks work well in this applica-
tion.

+ After washing, rinse in cold water.

stacking pails
inside each other until completely dry.
Bacteria can grow rapidly where there is
moisture, no sunlight and poor air ex-
change. For this reason, freshly washed
pails should not be placed upside down on
a concrete floor.

Other considerations:

¢ There needs to be enough esophageal

*

feeders to dedicate one to each sick calf
for that feeding or that day.

Avoid using feeding buckets that have
scratches (plastic) or other rough
surfaces as this allows bacteria to reside
in them.

¢ Colostrum, milk replacer, dry feed and

water sources should always be clean
and placed outside the pen where
contamination cannot occur from urine
and manure.

¢ Clean hands, boots and clothing are a

must for the calf feeder so contamination
of the clean and sanitary calf feeding
utensils and equipment cannot occur.

+ Disinfect the boots after entering pens

with sick animals.

Having clean and sanitary calf feeding
utensils may not be a revolutionary idea.
But following these suggestions can help
decrease the exposure of the calves to
disease organisms and improve their
health, survivability and growth rates.
They can be applied to every calf raising
situation on every farm, whatever size
operation
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Fisher Electric Receives 2011 New York’s Creative Core® Innovation in

Agri-Business Award

By: Lindsey McDonnell, ln523@cornell.edu,
315-684-3001 x125

The Madison County Agricultural
Economic Development Program
congratulates Larry and Kate Fisher of
Fisher Electric and Foothill Hops Farm on
their $15,000 Innovations in Agri-Business
prize, awarded as part of the New York’s
Creative Core® Emerging Business
Competition, a program of the Central
Upstate Regional Alliance. The Fishers
received the award on April 7th at a
ceremony at Onondaga Community
College’s Storer Auditorium. CNY Bounty, a
local foods distribution company was also
one of the five finalists.

Foothill Hops was established in 2001 to
explore modern hops production in Madison
County, NY, the birthplace of the
commercial hops movement of the 1800’s.
Encouraged by the success of their first field
trials, they expanded their hop fields over
several years to 3.5 acres. By 2005, they
found that handpicking their hop harvest
would be impossible and by 2006 90% of
their hop harvest was left in the fields.

With 30 years experience in electric motors
and rotating machinery, the Fishers began
to build their first mechanical hop harvester
in the summer of 2007. The final design,
which included a vertical picking
mechanism, was used to harvest a portion
of their 2008 crop and all of their 2009 and
2010 crops. In 2009, they added a
mechanical separator and were able to
harvest their entire hops crop.

With increased harvest yield and hops

picked at the peak of ripeness, Foothill Hops

Farm marketed their hops more profitably.
In 2010, they entered into a continuous
relationship with Empire Brewing Company,
a brewpub in Syracuse, NY, to supply the
hops for Empire’s Empire State Pale Ale, a
beer designed around the flavor profile of
their hops. The Fishers also sell hops to
Butternuts Beer and Ale in Garrattsville, NY.
They have received many inquiries about
their harvester and hosted over 100 visitors
from the Northeast, Canada and California

4 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County

t he

Alliance.

Patrick MacKrell (President & CEO of NYBDC) and Allen
Naples (Regional President of M&&T Bank) award Kim
Holmes and Larry Fisher (owner of Fishers Electric and

President of the Northeast Hop Alliance) a §15,000 check in

New Y o E Kubv@ions G @-Butinds Vv |e
competition, a program of the Central Upstate Regional

Fisher’s farm will be open to
the public on Saturday, July
231 as part of Madison
County’s Buy Local Week and
Open Farm Day celebration,
as well as on Saturday,
August 27t as part of the
Northeast Hop Alliance’s field
day events. To register,
please call: 315-684-3001 ext.
125. The Fisher's also have a
hop store and home brew
shop that is open daily
between 9am and 5pm.

Cor e

during the 2010 year. Several have
requested proposals for custom built hops
harvesters for 3-10 acre hops fields.

Larry Fisher is the current President of the
Northeast Hop Alliance (NeHA), a 501(c)
(6) corporation supporting Northeast
regional hops growers and users. Without
the ability to harvest hops mechanically,
NeHA was limited to small scale hops
growing studies and researching market
potential. When Fisher Electric produced a
hops harvester, the profit potential for
hops growers soared, as did interest in the
NeHA organization. With 100 members in
2010, NeHA has become the regional
source for information on hops growing
throughout the Eastern US. The New York
State Department of Agriculture and
Markets and Assemblyman Bill Magee
showed their support of the Northeast
hops industry first by funding a the
purchase of a hop harvester (currently
housed at Morrisville State College and
available for the use of NeHA members)
and second, by awarding a $67,650
Specialty Crop Block Grant to Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Madison County
to train an extension educator to work
with hops growers to meet the demand
from the growing number of brewers who
wish to utilize NY grown hops. The

Fall Harvest Fest & Harvester
Showcase
Saturday, August 27, 2-5pm
Foothill Hops Farm
5024 Bear Path Road (Route 46),
Munnsville, NY

For more information about Foothill Hops,
please visit: www.foothillhops.com.

To learn more about the Northeast Hop
Alliance, as well as to get more
information about 2011 NeHA events,
please visit:
www.northeasthopalliance.org or
www.madisoncountyagriculture.com

The New York’s Creative Core® Emerging
Business Competition is made possible by title
sponsors M&T Bank and New York Business
Development Corporation, and 28 additional
sponsors. The competition is a program of the
Central Upstate Regional Alliance, a 37-member,
12-county public-private economic development
consortium of regional leaders from business,
academia and the public sector, willing to work
together on a common agenda. The Alliance was
launched in September of 2004 to serve as a
vehicle for collaborative regional development.

madison AED

e
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Small Farm Swine Forum

Saturday May 7 from 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Romulus Fire Hall, Romulus, NY

THIS IS AN INFORMAL FARMER TO FARMER
PROGRAM Our thanks to CCE-Seneca County
for helping with the registration

Alternative swine production offers the
small land holder an interesting opportunity
in the northeast. We have a large population
and a significant portion of that population
seeks to eat certain foods for specific
reasons. That food might be organic,
naturally raised, from specific animal
breeds, locally produced, incorporating
sustaining production procedures, and/or
raised with certain humane considerations.
We have niche market opportunities. Animal
production also offers nutrient management
advantages where crops are involved.

Guest Speaker: Dr. Peter Lammers,
Livestock Specialist with the National Center
for Appropriate Technology, Pete has
extensive background in alternative swine
production and niche marketing, including
six years working closely with Mark
Honeyman on sustainable swine production
at lowa State. Topics: Alternative Pig
Production and Marketing, General
overview of alternative pig production
practices in the United States. Focus will be
on how farmers in various parts of the
country are housing and managing their

pigs in order to access the growing
demand for local, natural, and/or organic
pork. Emphasis will be placed on farrowing
set-ups and managing pig flow. Wil
include discussion of how individuals are
marketing their products and important
lessons learned from past experiences.
Production Applications

Alternative protein sources for pigs:
Basics of swine nutrition with focus on
low-cost diets for farmers in New York and
the Northeast US. Emphasis will be placed
on finding local alternatives to soybean
meal and how this might impact meat
quality and pig performance Saving baby
pigs: Will cover basics of farrowing
without conventional farrowing crates and
practical experience of farmers who are
relatively successful. Will include
considerations for farrowing hut or other
set-up design.

Farmer to Farmer Panel:

Four New York pork producers will
share their experiences and answer your
questions concerning alternative,
sustainable, niche pork production and
marketing.

Your Small Farm Swine Forum:
An open discussion by all participants,
including the audience. Bring your

questions, your concerns, and your
experience. We can all learn from one
another.

Suggestions to prime the pump:

¢ Regulatory road blocks for small farm
marketing?

¢ Why aren’'t NY auction reports
individualized like PA’s in Country
Folks?

¢ Concerned about the quality of swine

knowledge among veterinarians in NY?

Where do you go for swine production

information?

¢ Does niche marketing have a future in a

questionable economy?

It's your turn to add to this list

*

*

Your opportunity to gain from this forum
is only limited by your imagination. Come —
learn, share, network, and enjoy the com-
pany of like minded folks.

Cost: $25 per person when received by
April 29. Received after April 29, $35 per
person. Lunch included. Preregistration:
Please make checks payable to CCE-
Seneca County. Please write PIG on the
check. Send to CCE-Seneca County, 308
Main Street Shop Centre, Waterloo, NY
13165. Questions: Call Bill Henning at
(585) 728 5783 or Tro Bui at (607) 592-1438

Rural Mapping tool

The Atlas of Rural and Small-Town America is an online mapping tool that captures more than 60 statistical indicators

encompassing demographic, economic and agricultural data from across the U.S. By releasing the county-level data, the
USDA hopes to spur additional economic development. http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/ruralatlas/

NYSERDA On-Site / Small Wind Incentives — Rolling Applications

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority has increased the funding available to help New Yorkers install
small-scale wind turbines that will cut their energy costs and reduce their carbon footprint. The program is available to individual
consumers, developers, farmers and others who wish to install "on-site" wind turbines to generate electricity. It will provide funding
to support approximately 30 percent of the purchase- and installation cost of wind turbines. Funding totaling $16.6 million will be
offered over the next five years and allocated based on the estimated annual electrical output of the turbine. The new program will
provide incentives for systems up to 600kW per site not to exceed $400,000 per turbine. Incentives are only available to Eligible
Installers and incentives must be passed on to customers. Incentives will not be provided directly to customers who purchase and
install their own wind energy systems. http://www.powernaturally.org/programs/wind/incentives.asp?i=8

5 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County
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Farms Protect The Chesapeake

By: Kathe Evans, Community Educator-CCE
Madison Connty

Madison County marks the northernmost
boundary of the Chesapeake Bay Drainage
system through the Susquehanna River.
Although there has been a long term effort
by farms in Pennsylvania to reduce any
excess nutrient or sediment pollution, it is
now New York State’s turn. Madison and
Chenango Counties have undertaken a
project which will help farmers develop and
maintain best management practices. In
2010, states in the Chesapeake Bay
Drainage area were put on notice by the
EPA, that in order to meet Total Maximum
Daily Load (TDML) requirements, watershed
Implementation plans (WIP) were to be

developed by
2025. As part of

= only meet the
S TDML

TR

Wy

a grant program requirements
10 farmers in the but also to
Chenango River maintain
watershed in profitability.
Madison county Cooperative
have volunteered Extension and
to take part in o RSN SWCD are
either a precision : - : cooperating in
feed program or Mark ‘S chmidt gnd Alan Hongh fizyfﬂxx some of the the
a Adapt N p.rfzmm {/mz‘ will need to be monitored while Alan implementation
participates in the Adapt-IN Corn Management Program.
Management of the program.

program with corn or both to help define
best management practices that will help

If you have any questions, please contact
the Extension office at 684-3001 X105 or

farms meet TDML requirements. The grant 106

program is designed to help farmers not

Those Pesky Pasture Flies! Take the Integrated Approach to Control

By: Nancy Glazier , Small Farm Specialist with
NWNY, Dairy, Field Crop & Farm Management

Team

Livestock pests can be more than pesky.
They can cause stresses on animals,
reducing grazing time which in turn reduces
production. These reductions can be
seasonal, or with youngstock, cumulative.
With current input and output (meat and
milk) prices heading up, this season will be
even more critical to manage pests.

The focus of this article will be the “Big
Three”: face fly, horn fly and stable fly. They
each have their own feeding areas on
livestock, but have similar life cycles. They
all have complete metamorphosis, which
means they lay eggs that hatch into larvae,
then pupate and emerge as adults. Critical
for control is identification, habitat
management, monitoring and assessment.

The face fly was native to Europe and
was first found in Nova Scotia around 1950.
It spread to 26 states by 1960 and is now
found in most of the US. The fly resembles
the house fly, but is about 20% larger. Itis a
non-biting fly where the female feeds on
proteins around the face; they hang out near
the eyes, muzzle and mouth. They can
serve as vectors for diseases such as pink
eye. They can also congregate around
wounds and feed on blood. Males generally
feed on nectar and hang out on fence posts

6 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County

or branches to wait for the females as they representation is needed, the more animals

move about. After mating, the female lays
her eggs (up to 600) on very fresh
manure. The time from egg to adult is 2-3
weeks, depending on temperatures.

The horn fly is about half the size of the
face fly. It also came from Europe, being
first observed in the US in 1887 and is
now generally distributed. Both males and
female horn flies feed by biting and take
up to 20 blood meals a day. They will
congregate on backs and shoulders of
livestock. The female will lay 200-400
eggs in her life on fresh, undisturbed
manure.

The stable fly is another biting fly found
worldwide. It is dark gray and slightly
smaller than the house fly. This species is
seen on the legs of livestock; when they
congregate on animals, they stomp their
feet to try to dislodge them. The female is
less specific where she lays her eggs (200
-400). Eggs may be laid on moist organic
matter such as manure, spilled feeds,
silage, grass clippings, and vegetation on
edges of ponds and lakes. This fly can
travel up to 20 miles on storms! They are
the ones that stop by and take a bite on
your ankles when you're out in the yard.
So once you've figured out the species,
you'll need to get a count of the numbers
present. This takes some time out on
pastures with the livestock. A good

the better, with a minimum of 5 to 10, 15 is
better. You need to get close enough to
count, so move slowly. And | suggest not
doing this when you move fence unless you
give the livestock time to move and settle in
to the new paddock. Sample on a weekly
basis at roughly the same time and write
down what you see. A pocket pad works
well.

Thresholds:

Face fly - 10 flies/face. Horn fly - about 50
flies per side for dairy, about 100 flies per
side for beef. Stable fly - 10 flies/4 legs of
the animal. Control can involve cultural,
mechanical, biological and chemical; some
years it may take a combination of methods.
Habitat management is a critical step in
breaking the life cycle and proliferation.
When a female lays 400 eggs over the
course of 3-4 weeks, populations can
explode if not controlled. Keep feeds dry,
clean up spills, move outside feeding areas
if possible. On pastures, some producers
utilize pasture chains or drags to disperse
manure pats so they dry out more quickly.
Check to see if you have ground beetles
and dung beetles cleaning up those manure
pats. This isn’t very pleasant, but it helps
with management.

Various traps are on the market. These
are a mechanical means to capture the flies.
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Some are for livestock to walk through
and flies get trapped in screens, some
employ sticky surfaces, while others use
attractants.

Birds (even poultry), bugs, spiders,
mites, and diseases can help control
populations. Some producers purchase
parasitoid wasps to release during fly
season. These wasps lay eggs on larvae;
their eggs hatch and the larvae burrow
into the maggots and kill them.

The more traditional approach is
chemical: sprays, rubs, dusters, etc. If
you use chemical control options, keep in
mind that some can kill beneficial insects
as well.

For more detailed information consult
the Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Guide for Organic Dairies from NYS IPM
program. It can be downloaded at:
www.nysipm.cornell.edu/organic_guide/
dairy.pdf Conventional and beef

operations could benefit from this as well.
Give me a call if you'd like to learn about
these this summer at a pasture walk!

Thanks to Keith Waldron, NYS IPM, for
sharing information on this subject with

me to write this article.

New York Dairies Encouraged to Apply for Solar

State ag commissioner touts program
that offers up to $25,000 to convert hot
water from electric to solar.

Source: New York State Department of
Agriculture and Markets news release

New York State Agriculture
Commissioner Darrel J. Aubertine today
encouraged agricultural producers and
businesses that use electricity to produce
hot water to consider applying for the state’s
first incentive program for solar thermal
systems.

Offered by the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority
(NYSERDA), this program will provide $25
million over the next five years to promote
the production of hot water from solar
power.

“Many agricultural operations require the
use of hot water, and in some cases, use a
lot of it,” Aubertine said. “As farmers and
homeowners alike know too well, electric
hot water heaters are not cheap to operate.
NYSERDA has offered a nice incentive to
install solar thermal hot water systems that
can significantly reduce the heating
requirements of the electric water heating
appliance by preheating water. Farmers
should take a moment to look into this
opportunity that could result in significant
savings in their electric bill.”

The five-year, $25 million program
provides incentives of up to $4,000 per site
for eligible residential customers and up to
$25,000 per site for eligible commercial and
non-profit customers who currently use
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electricity to produce hot water. Farms and
agricultural businesses which use
electricity to produce hot water are eligible
to participate in this program.

“‘New York’s first solar thermal incentive
program will help agricultural operations, a
critical segment of our economy, reduce
their use of electricity from the grid and cut
energy costs,” said Francis J. Murray Jr.,
President and CEO of NYSERDA.
“Through this program, NYSERDA is
working to develop our clean energy
economy, reduce our greenhouse gas
emissions and increase our energy
security.”

Dairy farms use a significant amount
of hot water — roughly two to two and half
gallons per cow per day —in order to
properly clean milking equipment. The hot
water required for proper sanitation and
equipment wash must be between 160°
and 170°F, which is 20° to 30° degrees
hotter than residential uses. While most
medium to large dairies and other
agricultural operations do not use
electricity to meet their water heating
needs, smaller dairies under 100 cows
and small businesses usually do.

If solar thermal technology is installed
before Dec. 31, 2012, agricultural
operations are eligible to receive federal
tax incentives in the form of a grant which
will cover 30% of the installed costs, as
well as, New York State incentives which
will cover 25% of the installed system up
to $5,000. When federal and state tax
incentives are combined with this newly

released NYSERDA program, incentives are
expected to cover 70-75% of installed costs.
Incentives will be available only on
approved solar thermal systems installed by
NYSERDA-approved solar thermal
installers. They will be granted first-come,
first served, and applications will be
accepted through Dec. 31, 2015, or until the
funds are fully committed, whichever comes
first. For more information on this program,
visit NYSERDA's Solar Thermal Incentive
Program webpage.

Funding for this program has been
allocated by the New York State Public
Service Commission through the
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS)
Program. Incentives are available to
electricity distribution customers of Central
Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation,
Consolidated Edison Company of New York
Inc., New York State Electric & Gas
Corporation, Niagara Mohawk Power
Corporation, Orange and Rockland Utilities
Inc. and Rochester Gas and Electric
Corporation.

Electric hot water generally makes up
17% to 20% of a homeowner’'s monthly
electric bill and less than 10% of the
monthly bill for the average commercial
building. Solar thermal systems can provide
approximately 50% to 80% of a
homeowner’s hot water needs and generally
have a very attractive payback period. As
part of New York’s renewable energy goals,
the state’s solar thermal target is to displace
the equivalent of 45.54 megawatts of
electrical use by the end of 2015.
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Upcoming Events

' April 29-30 - Organic Beekeeping: Principles and Practices. Chestnut Hill, New York This workshop at The Pfeiffer Center covers topics

: suitable for all beekeepers, from novice to expert, with a focus on intermediate and advanced techniques. The first session demonstrates hive

. » construction and the basics of handling bees. The rest of the workshop presents topics not ordinarily covered in lectures and articles, including:

. swarming as an expression of the bees' vitality; working with swarms and making splits; the importance of wax production; and acid treatments for
1 Varroa mites. Weather permitting, techniques for handling bees will be demonstrated. https://www.paymenttrakker.com/pfeiffercenter/courses.aspx

' May 7 - Shiitake Mushroom Production: Spawn, Soup and Everything In Between. Location: Green Heron Growers, 2361 Wait Corners Road,

: Panama, NY 14767 from 9am - 5pm. As part of our Beginning Farmer Summer Workshop Series, NOFA-NY and Green Mushroom Growers

. ' present - Shiitake Mushroom Production: Spawn, Soup and Everything In Between. Join us & learn what it takes to be a shiitake mushroom farmer!
! 1 There will be a hands-on portion of the day, during which you will participate in all aspects of preparing a mushroom log. On our assembly line we'll
- drill holes in the logs, fill them with mushroom spores, and seal the logs with wax. In small groups, you will also learn about the topics listed below.

' Seasonal Time Table: Life cycle of shiitake in cultivation, Forest Management: Shiitake log selection, Safety & Ergonomics, Site Assessment and

: Design: Basic elements of a good laying yard, Enterprise Analysis: Markets, Production Costs, Income/Expense Projections, Value-Added

i Products.

i Learning Objectives:

i Find out if you and your land are suited for shiitake farming
' Experience shiitake spring log inoculation

' Understand shiitake spawn & substrate selection

1 Assess viability of shiitake as a specialty crop.

i This event is available free to NOFA-NY Members (sign up for membership during our April membership drive for just $10—see

E www.nofany.org/membershipdrive), and at a cost of $15 to non-members. Though it is geared toward beginning farmers, we welcome anybody
who would find the information and experience usefull Some scholarships may be available, please contact Rachel at (585) 271-1979 ext. 511 for
: more information. Please Note: Working on the mushroom logs is not difficult, though some heavy liting may be required. Please wear clothing for
: » outdoors, gloves and footwear that you won't mind getting dirty with wax and wood debris.

| 1 June — August - Groundswell’s Summer Practicum in Sustainable Farming & Local Food Systems. In cooperation with the Environmental

' Studies Program at Tompkins Cortland Community College, Groundswell will again offer the eight-week Summer Practicum in Sustainable Farming
: and Local Food Systems in 2011. The Summer Practicum is designed for students from any discipline as well as non-students who are interested

: in learning more about sustainable agriculture, local food systems and food justice issues. The class will meet for three full days each week to

. 1 explore these issues through readings, discussion, lectures, field trips, labs, and immersion in the actual work of operating a successful and

! 1 sustainable small farm. Tuition for NYS residents enrolling through TC3 is $1,034 and tuition for non-credit students enrolling dlrectly through
 Groundswell is $850. For more information and to apply, visitwww.groundswellcenter.org or contact Joanna Green, 607-277-0180, joanna-

1
jgreen@gmail.com

lAugust 12-14 - The Draft Animal Power Field Days at the 2011 NOFA-Mass Summer Conference. A new organization bringing together

. 1 people who are interested in using draft animals for sustainable farm, forest and homestead applications. Newsletters, events, online

. discussions, and resource lists provide numerous educational and networking opportunities for traditional and modern draft animal techniques. An
' international online discussion forum, www.draftanimalpower.com, boasts 2,800 members engaged in over 3,200 discussions about draft animals,
: equipment and sustainable land based enterprises. To learn more, become a member or get involved please

: visit www.draftanimalpowernetwork.org.

. September 16-18 The Draft Animal Power Network Annual Gathering at Fair Winds Farm in Brattleboro, VT. A new organization bringing
together people who are interested in using draft animals for sustainable farm, forest and homestead applications. Newsletters, events, online

' ' discussions, and resource lists provide numerous educational and networking opportunities for traditional and modern draft animal techniques. An
: international online discussion forum, www.draftanimalpower.com, boasts 2,800 members engaged in over 3,200 discussions about draft animals,
 equipment and sustainable land based enterprises. To learn more, become a member or get involved please

i visit www.draftanimalpowernetwork.org.

pcoming 2011 Northeast Hop Alliance (NeHA) Events: July - November - For more information, please visit: http:/northeasthopalliance.org
Friday, July 8, 4-8pm - UVM Extension - Hopyard Fertility Trial, Meet & Greet, Square Nail Farm, 528 Satterly Rd, Ferrisburgh, VT
Saturday, July 16, 3-7pm - Summer Hop Yard Tour & Picnic, Climbing Bines Hop Farm (formerly 11 Lakes Hop Farm) 515 Hansen Point

i Road, Penn Yan, NY

. ¢ Friday & Saturday, July 15-16 - Vermont Brewer’s Fest, Friday 6-10pm, Saturday 12-4pm and 6-10pm, Burlington Waterfront Park,

| Burlington, Vermont http://vtbrewfest.com

& ¢ Thursday, August 4, 10-4pm - UVM Extension Crops & Soils Field Day, Borderview Farm, 146 Line Road, Alburgh, VT

o o C
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Upcoming Events

¢ Thursday, August 25, 11-3pm - UVM Extension Hop Harvester Showcase, Four Star Farms, 496 Pine Meadow Road, Northfield, MA
+ Friday, August 26, 11-3 pm, UVM Extension Hop Harvester Showcase, Borderview Farm, 146 Line Road, Alburgh, VT
+ Saturday, August 27, 2-5pm - Fall Harvest Fest & Harvester Showcase, Foothill Hops Farm, 5024 Bear Path Road (Route 46), Munnsville,

NY

+ Friday and Saturday, September 16-17 - Madison County Hops Fest, 435 Main Street, Oneida, NY http://www.mchs1900.org/hopfest/
+ Saturday, November 5, 8am-5pm - Fall Hops Conference & Annual NeHA Meeting, Brown’s Brewing Co., Revolution Room 417 River

Street, Troy, NY

+ Friday, November 18, 11am-3pm - UVM Extension Hops Tea Tasting and Sensory Evaluation, Bobcat Café and Brewery 5 Main Street,

Bristol, VT

To register for events in Vermont and Massachusetts, ctitd&xtension, (802) 524-6501, Rosalie.Madden@uvm.edu
Heather.Darby@uvm.edu or To register for events in New York con€actell Cooperative Extension of Madison County, (315) 684-3001 x

125, Lindsey McDonnell, Im523@cornell.edu .

Organic Apple
Production and
Marketing Webinar
Now Available Online

This organic apple webinar was produced by the
National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT),
with funding provided by USDA through the ATTRA

program (National Sustainable Agriculture

Information Service). The hour-long webinar was
recorded, and has now been posted online. You can

watch it for free on your computer screen whenever you
have the time .Here’s the web link where you can watch
the free webinar: http://www.attra.ncat.org/video/

A Growing Culture" Sustainable
Agriculture Website Launched

‘A Growing Culture" is a new website that seeks to
empower the sustainable agriculture movement by
highlighting traditional and alternative farm practices
used throughout the world, while cultivating a web-based
community where farmers and ecological agriculture
advocates can come together for education, networking,
idea exchange, ethical debate and inspiration. Phase 2
of the site will incorporate an active forum as well as a
virtual map of all the farms represented throughout the
world. http://www.agrowingculture.org/

Frank Mutz , Empire Tractor, Cazenovia has given
permission to use these pictures taken from 2010 corn
fields. The take home message is the quality of the root
structure. The larger and more fibrous the root ball the

better the yield and the more profit for you.

9 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County
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Drag Line Manure Disk
Chisels Disk Turbo Tilled
Planted May 15th 27 ton per
acre Silage

Conventional Tillage
Chisel Plow
12 ton per acre silage

* www.madisoncountycce.org * 315-684-3001



http://www.attra.ncat.org/video/#apples
http://www.agrowingculture.org
http://www.agrowingculture.org
http://www.agrowingculture.org/
http://www.mchs1900.org/hopfest/
mailto:Rosalie.Madden@uvm.edu
mailto:Heather.Darby@uvm.edu
mailto:lm523@cornell.edu

C INYXY Annual

FIBER: ARITIST S&&
PR OD LK Showcase
From Animals to Art

June 11 and 12, 2011
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Bulternut Hill Campground
NYS Route 20 in Bouckville

Weriksheps ~ ~ Exhiliis
Fiber end [Hendereits
Sheep ~ Goats ~ Alpacas ~ Llamas~ Angora Rabbits
Activities for Children ~ 4-H Dog Show

Loocal Farm Products ~ Food ~ Fiber Vendors
Adulis $4.00 _children under 12 Free

Farm
For more information, go to... Family
www.cnyfiber.org -

Jim Buddenhagen, Agent
Fayetteville, NY 315-637-0284

New Beginning Farmer Website Unveiled

After a year of development, the Northeast Beginning Farmer Project is pleased to unveil a colorful new
website with expanded tools and a wealth of new resources.

Point your browser to http://nebeginningfarmers.org to find the enhanced site, which will extend high
quality support to aspiring, new and diversifying farmers across the entire Northeast. The new site
features a growing selection of video footage capturing experienced farmers and their successful

production techniques in action. You can browse our events calendar, subscribe to our monthly
e-news, follow our blog, or visit us on Facebook and Twitter, all from the homepage of the new site:
http://nebeginningfarmers. org. Enter the ONew
help of tutorials and interactive worksheets. Find answers to common questions, browse the Guide to
Farming, and check out the latest beginning farmer online courses which can help you turn your
dreams into action right from your home computer. Visit the new site at http://nebeginningfarmers.org
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NYS Department Of Environmental Conservation Bureau Of Wildlife
Is Seeking Bids For A Cooperative Agreement For Crop Land

Tioughnioga Wildlife Management likely involve grassland mowing use permit to:
Area (WMA) in Madison County, Town between July 15" and September 1st  Michael Putnam,
of Nelson. The 20 acre parcel is located  on the WMA and/or leaving grain 1285 Fisher
off of Tinsley Hill Rd. crops in the field to serve as food for ~ Avenue,

wildlife. The biologist responsible ~ Cortland, NY ~
Payment for working these acres will ~ for the management of the area will ~ 13045-1090 by

be in the form of in-kind (tradeoff) approve the specific tradeoff work. ~ 4:00P.M. April '
service. Examples of tradeoff work will Please submit a completed special 21, 2011.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources, Region 7
Bureau of Wildlife

1285 Fisher Avenue, Cortland, New York 13045-1090

Phone: (607) 753-3095 A Fax: (607) 753-8532

Website: www.dec.ny.gov

Bid Form For Special Use Permit
Tioughnioga Wildlife Management Area
20 Acres For The Purpose Of Agricultural Row Crops

Basic Guidelines:

1. A special use permit will be awarded for a 2 year period, from April 30, 2011 to April 29, 2013. During the final year of
the agreement, the successful bidder may be granted an option for renewal for an additional period not to exceed five
(5) years.

2. A special use permit will be awarded based on the highest bid/acre/year. The New York State Department of

Environmental Conservation reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

| submit the following as my bid/acrelyear: $
Calculation: Total cost of 2 year special use permit.
Bid / Acre / Year x Total Acres = Total Bid / Year x Total Years = Total Cost
($ ) x 20 Acres = ($ ) x 2Year = §
| have read and agree to the terms specified on this bid form and to the attached listing of General Conditions.

Signed Date
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NY FarmNet was established in 1986 to provide farm families with a network of information, contacts and services that are
uniquely suited to the financial and personal challenges of agricultural business management. This network covers every aspect
of high-pressure decision making from partnerships and transfers to stress management, family communication, domestic
concerns, and disaster response. FarmNet is a working resource to help build positive solutions for future success. Key program

support is provided by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets and NY Farm Viability Institute.

Contact Us
For urgent inquiries, please call: 1-800-547-FARM (3276)

Reqular Business Hours: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM EST Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM on Friday

There is a 24-hour, 7 day a week answering service is available. Most calls are returned by the next business day.

) . Non-Profit Rate
Cornell University U.S. Postage Paid

Cooperative Extension Permit #10
Morrisville, NY 13408

of Madison County

Agricultural Department
P.0O.Box 1209, 100 Eaton St.
Morrisville, NY 13408

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities

Madison Manager
This newsletter is published monthly by the Agricultural Program of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison CdudoppEraithe
Extension and its employees assume no liability for effectiveness or results of any chemicals for pesticide useeriNg prafthusts is made qr
implied. Every effort has been made to provide correct, completetasthtgppesticide recommendations. Neverthelesseslianggulations
occur constantly, andtgdate pesticide recommendations are not a substitute for labeling. Please read the labéVbefoegarseade namegd
or the names of manufacturers are used herein, it is with the understanding that no discrimination is intended anerhbye@dansd
Cooperative Extension is implied.

The Madison Manager is edited by Kathe Evans and produced by Darlene Curtis. For more information contact Cornell Cooperative Exgension of
Madison County P.O. Box 1209, 100 Eaton St., Morrisville, NY 13408. pheb@43808 or fax: 316849290, www.madisoncdyace.org

Ag Program Committee: Doug Ford- Bouckville, Ginger Scovilldorrisville, Denise GoeddEarlville, Roy MeekeMunnsville,
Doug Trew Munnsville, Pete Holmedlew Woodstock.

Staff:

Karen BaasExtension Issue Leader Extension # 105 kab21@cornell.edu
Kathe Evans, Extension Community Educator Extension # 106 kbed4@cornell.edu
Becca B.R. Jablonski AED Specialist Extension # 126 rb223@cornell.edu
Darlene Curtis, Administrative Assistant Extension # 100 dme6@cornell.edu
April Winslow, Ag in the Classroom Coordinator Extension # 111 amh36@cornell.edu
Steve Miller, Farmers Market Nutrition Program Coordinator ~ Extension # 206 sgmé@cornell.edu
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