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2010 Cornell Seed Growers Field Day 
Thursday, 8 July 2010 

At the NYSIP Foundation Seed Barn, 791 Dryden Rd., Rt. 366, Ithaca, NY 
On 8:30 AM-12:00 noon 

 

AGENDA 
8:30 Registration, coffee, & welcome  
* Board wagons, begin tour  
* Small Grain Varieties and Breeding for Quality and Pest Resistance  
* Certified and Foundation Seed Update  
* Field Crops Pathology Update Gary Bergstrom 
* Forage Varieties, Pest Management, and Breeding  
* Closing remarks, 12:00 Adjourn 
 

DEC and CCA continuing education credits requested. 
 

For your calendar: Cornell Seed Conference Date: Thursday 2 December 2010 

If you have questions on either program: Please call Kathe Evans at 
315-684-3001 ext. 106 or email kbe4@cornell.edu 
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By Kathe Evans, Community Educator, CCE Madison County 
 

     Dr. Dave Galton and his wife, Sally, hosted a group of 
Madison County residents at his new sheep operation in 
Genoa, NY on April 22. The drive-it-yourself tour was designed 
to show how sheep production can be a profitable venture in 
New York State.  Dave gave an interesting outline of the        
reasons for and management style of the relatively new          
operation. Those who attended had the opportunity to ask 
questions and  discuss the pros and cons of the business with 
Dr. Galton. 
 

     Dave and Sally in cooperation with Daveôs partners in the 
near-by dairy have invested in a new facility which houses 
1200 ewes and their offspring. The lambing schedule is four 

times a year as opposed to the STAR system which utilizes a five times a year schedule. 
The flock is a Finn X Dorset cross which makes the multiple lambings possible. In addition, 
flock is also pastured on a rotating basis. 
 

     Dave who is also a professor of dairy science at Cornell University designed the             
business plan to afford some of the extras for the partners in the dairy farm.  He feels that 
marketing a quality lamb in large enough  numbers can support a full time employee (or 
family member) and pay for the capital expense of building a new facility plus operating  
expenses. There is a large and increasing demand  for lamb meat  in the eastern United 
States. This demand for quality lamb provides a new market for those who are willing to 
provide the numbers of animals required. 
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By: Steve Miller Horticulture Educator 
 

     If itôs not one thing, itôs always            
something!  This year we are seeing less of 
the forest tent caterpillar, although there 
are many out there in some areas.  We are 
on the downward side of the cycle so in the 
coming years we should see even fewer.   
But why are so many maples showing 
brown and tattered leaves so early in the 
season, many of which are falling to the 
ground. Could this be a disease?  Why is it 
so wide spread and why so quickly?  After 
looking at the trees, and there are lots of 
them, especially on the higher ridges it 
became apparent that a freeze is the only 
answer.  Back in early May the trees had 
already leafed out because of our early 
spring weather. We are almost 2 weeks 
ahead of normal development  now.  Right 
around Motherôs day we had a couple very 
cold days, going down to 18-22 degrees F  
in this area and in fact much of the state 
saw snow and very low temps.  When I first 
started getting calls about this malady, the 

thing that struck me as odd was the fact 
that where these trees were ñfrostedò, there 
did not seem to be frost on the ground level 
plants nor on other trees right next to the 
affected maples. Cold air sinks and usually 
frost is first found on the ground.  Some 
trees were hit harder than others, but there 
was little evidence that plants on the 
ground were injured. The fact is, freeze 
damage is the cause of dead leaves on the 
maples. 
 
     What now?  How will these trees react, 
will they regrow?  Losing some leaves 
does take some of the wind out of the sails 
of these trees because they have just   
expended a great deal of stored energy to 
get the leaves out , only to have them 
killed. This damage will not kill the tree.  
However the part that I am waiting to see is 
what happens to the twigs. The trees I 
have looked at have many dead twigs as 
well as leaves. This means the the trees 
will have to send out new buds to start a 

new twig. This takes quite a bit longer and 
more energy that it does to just grow a new 
leaf.   
 
     What can we do?  Trees in woodlot  
settings will have to fend for themselves 
and they should recover.  Some of these 
may have been defoliated  a  couple years 
in a row from the forest tent caterpillar so 
trees that were weak may show signs of 
decline, such as early leaf color in the fall.  
Trees in a landscape  situation may benefit 
from a fertilization, but this needs to be 
done soon. Waiting too long or using too 
much may cause the tree to grow too long 
into the Fall and potentially running the risk 
of freeze damage at that time. That would 
be pretty ironic.   
 
     When fertilizing large trees , especially 
this late in the spring, it is best to get the 
fertilizer down into the root zone as quickly 
as possible.  A surface application may 

(Continued on page 3) 
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