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Retirement, Estate and Succession Planning 
Programs Coming to Madison County  

 

The New York FarmLink Program will be offering a 3-part            
planning program series on retirement, estate, and farm             

succession issues via Cornellôs polycom system at Morrisville State 
College. The series is intended to offer farmers strategies for        

developing and implementing their plans and the program     
speakers will include FarmNet/FarmLink staff, financial planners 

and attorneys.           
 

The programs are scheduled as follows:   
 

Retirement Planning,  February 11, from 9:45 -3pm.  
Topics to be covered are (1) personal goal setting for retirement 
years, (2) systematic evaluation of alternative retirement            
scenarios, (3) financial planning, and (4) health care concerns.  
 

Estate Planning, February 25, from 9:45 -3pm.   
Topics to be covered are (1) non-titled property transfer,             
(2) key concerns in developing your will, and (3) health care.  
 

Farm Succession Planning , March 11, from 9:45 -3pm.   
Topics to be covered are (1) assessing senior/junior/non-family 
party transfer goals, (2) assessing financial feasibility of a             
transfer, and (3) the parts of a transfer plan and the process.  
 

 Note...  All three programs will be held in the Presidents Room, 
#117, Charlton Hall at Morrisville State College and will address 
health care issues in varying degrees. Each program day will close 
with a facilitator/CCE educator-led discussion revolving around 
case  studies.  

 

Pre-registration Required.  
To register call Angela Gloy, FarmLink Program Director,                     

at 607 -254 -4939 or e -mail amg69@cornell.edu.                 
There will be a fee of $18.00 per session/per family          

for materials.  
 

More Details will follow soon!!!  
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practices to be followed  on a farm   
operation. Amy felt that once the         
procedures were written, it was easier  
to keep them    
up-to-date as 
herd size or 
management 
practices 
change.     
 

     Animal    
welfare is        
becoming more 
of a consumer 
concern as 
mass media 
generated by 
anti-agricultural 
activists distorts 
the day to day 
work that goes into dairy farming today. 
New York State Cattle Health assurance 
Program (NYSCHAP) has developed a 
Cattle Welfare Certification program that 
helps to emphasize guidelines for proper 
care and handling of animals. Farms 
that take part in the program are audited 
and then certified as meeting NYSCHAP 
requirements. Certification and auditing 

By Kathe Evans, Community Educator 
      

     According to Amy and Maurice Kelsey  
of Monafran Farms, Canastota, qualifying 
for NYSCHAP Animal Welfare Certification 
was not that difficult. Both Maurice and Amy 
feel that many dairy farmers in the area 
would qualify for certification without much 
problem. At present there are 10 farms 
around the state that are certified under the 
NYSCHAP program. The farm was recently 
recertified for to current year. Taking part in 
the program basically codified the care and 
pride all members of Monafran Farm team 
take when working with their Holsteins. In 
addition, Maurice said that being certified 
could ultimately result in a higher price for 
his milk, which is marketed in the NYC 
area.  
 

     Amy found that the most difficult aspect 
of the program was writing the ñstandard 
operating proceduresò or SOPôs that make 
sure that everyone on the farm followed the 
same process for different jobs around the 
cows. Too often, there are no standard  
procedures for family and employees who 
handle cattle. SOPôs are way of putting in 
black and white common management 

is carried out by the area state veterinarian 
with cooperation of personnel from NYS Ag & 
Markets. Farms are recertified every 10-15 

months.           
Participation by 
the regular herd 
veterinarian is 
also part of the 
program.            
Anyone who 
wishes to         
participate in the        
Welfare program 
must also be 
enrolled in the 
NYSCHAP core 
module.  
   

     As part of a 
grant provided by 

New York Farm Viability Institute, Cornell   
Cooperative Extension of Madison County will 
be working with Madison County dairy farmers 
to introduce them to the NYSCHAP Cattle  
Welfare program and to increase awareness of 
the part farms and farmers play in how          
consumers view agriculture.  

Animal Welfare Certification - Next Step for Madison County Farmers 
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By: Milton Sernett, Professor Emeritus, SU 
 

     Central New York was once the premier 
dairy region of the nation, especially for 
Holsteins. Gerrit Smith Miller of Peterboro, 
Madison County, kept the oldest purebred 
Holstein herd in the United States from 
1869 to 1937. Many other notable            
dairymen called Central New York home at 

one time, including such pioneers as W. D. 
Hoard of Hoardôs Dairyman, Solomon 
Hoxie of the Advanced Registry system, 
Stephen Moulton Babcock of the Babcock 
test system, and Gail Borden of Bordenôs 
Condensed Milk. 
 

     As a way to honor Central New Yorkôs 
dairy legacy, we invite you to consider  

recovering your own family stories and that 
of other important dairy farms in the area.     
      
     Though the focus of our on-going          
volunteer efforts will be on documenting 
the history of farm families that had       
Holstein herds in Central New York, all 
breed enthusiasts and others with stories 
about dairy farming are welcome. 

Central New York Dairy History 

Please join us for an informal gathering on...  
Tuesday evening, February 23rd, 2010 at 7:30 P.M.  

The location will be in the CCE Office-Ag Center, 100 Eaton Street, Morrisville.  
Dr. Milt Sernett, professor emeritus of Syracuse University and a volunteer with the Smithfield Community Association, 
will present an image-rich history of Gerrit Smith Miller and his historic Kriemhild Herd of Peterboro. Discussions follow. 

 

This program is sponsored by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County.  For additional information contact: Karen Baase 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County, Morrisville, New York. You may contact her by phone at 315-684-3001 or email 
kab21@cornell.edu or you may contact Dr. Milton C. Sernett, Cazenovia, New York or email at mcsernett@windstream.net 

Maurice Kelsey stands beside certification certificate 
for Animal Welfare 



3  

Selecting your Corn Rootworm Control for 2010 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County Å  www.madisoncountycce.org  Å  315-684-3001 

effectively. The second control option is 
the planting of one of the corn varieties 
with rootworm control incorporated into 
the plant tissue (GM varieties). When 
planting GM varieties, producers are  
required to plant a non-GM refuge with 
an acreage equal to 20% of the GM 
planting. The location of the refuge is 
required to be either within or                      
immediately adjacent to the GM field. It is 
a legal requirement. Most GM corn           
varieties sold for the 2010 growing         
season will be "stacked" with both the 
corn borer toxin and the corn rootworm 
toxin. Refuges are  required for both GM 
toxins. However, the rootworm refuge  
requirements are the more restrictive and 
if the refuge is placed to satisfy the       
rootworm requirements, the refuge        
requirements for the corn borer toxin will 
be also satisfied.  
 

     Rootworm control within the refuge is 
also recommended to prevent economic 
losses from larval feeding within the          
refuge. The use of insecticide within the 
refuge is the only viable option to control 
rootworm. Usually producers select the                
insecticide seed coating over the granular 
insecticide applied in the  furrow. Either 
selection gives excellent rootworm     
control in the refuge.  
 

     Under NY conditions, the GM option    
is not recommended for first and second 
year corn. The light to moderate            
rootworm pressure does not justify is use 
in these situations. In addition, the           
deployment of a variety of rootworm   
control measures across a farm further 
reduces the risk of resistance              
development by rootworm. For example, 
under the lower rootworm risk situations 
of second and third year corn, producers 
should seriously consider using one of 
the insecticide options like the seed          
coating technology (Cruiser, Poncho @ 
1.25 mg/K) and then utilize the GM        
technology on the fourth and fifth year 
corn fields. This gives the producer         
excellent rootworm control while             
significantly reducing the selection         
pressure on rootworm to develop          

Elson Shields, Department of Entomology, 
Cornell University  
 

     The decision to control rootworm is 
based on the willingness of the producer to 
take risk and the availability of scouting 
information.  When producers are trying to 
effectively manage their pest management 
dollar, an investment in scouting, allows the 
producer to match his pest management 
expenditure to actual pest problems on the 
farm and target fields with the highest risk 
of economic losses from insect injury. 
 

First Year Corn: 
 

     In New York, first year corn does not 
need any corn rootworm control measures. 
With the vast majority of the seed treated 
with the low rate of seed applied insecticide 
for secondary insect pests (seed corn        
maggot, wireworm), planting first year corn 
is a "pour & go" decision. 
 

Second Year Corn: 
 

     In New York, second year corn has  
between a 25-35% risk of suffering        
economic damage from rootworm larval 
feeding. Depending on the producer's risk 
threshold, many fields can escape            
economic damage without a rootworm        
control measure. Second year corn fields 
are a good place to target scouting effort 
because two out of three fields typically will 
not have an economic problem with               
rootworm in year three. 
 

Third and Fourth Year Corn: 
 

     In New York, third year corn has        
between a 50-70% risk of suffering          
economic damage from rootworm and the 
risk rises to between 80-100% for fourth 
year corn. At these levels of risk, most    
producers deploy rootworm control          
measures to reduce the economic impact  
of rootworm larval feeding.  
 

     Control choices fall into two different 
categories. The chemical option is either 
the application of a soil insecticide at            
planting (Force) or having the seeds coated 
with an insecticide (Cruiser or Poncho at 
1.25 mg/K). Under NY conditions, both of 
these insecticide tools continue to work 

resistance to either the insecticide or the plant 
incorporated toxins (primarily BT). 
 

What about refuge in a bag? 
 

     The concept of a "Refuge in a Bag" is     
currently being revisited and evaluated by 
seed companies. Under this concept,           
susceptible non-GM seeds are factory mixed 
through the bag of GM seeds prior to sale to 
the producer. From an EPA compliance stand 
point, the  concept of a "Refuge in a Bag" is 
attractive because compliance is 100%. From 
an insect resistance stand point, the "Refuge 
in a Bag" concept is better than no refuge but 
less desirable than a separate structured  
refuge.  
 

   The real debate is the percent of                  
susceptible seeds within the bag mix. The 
seed companies would like to reduce the mix 
of susceptible seeds to 5%. The research 
community believes the level of susceptible 
seeds needs to remain around the 20% level. 
One of the sticking points of the discussion is 
the treatment of the susceptible seeds in the 
bag mix. At the 5% level, adjacent plant               
compensation makes up for any yield loss  
suffered by the susceptible plants from              
rootworm feeding. However, at the 20%     
susceptible seed level, adjacent plant             
compensation is variable and may not       
completely compensate for sustained yield 
losses by the susceptible plants from         
rootworm feeding. 
 

Do I need a GM variety for corn borer     
control? 
 

     Corn Borer populations and damage to 
field corn continues to be variable in           
occurrence throughout the state with some 
fields suffering damage every year. In NY,  
we are observing a reduction of corn borer         
populations with the increased acreage of GM
-corn borer varieties. Similar corn borer popu-
lation trends have been reported across the 
Midwestern corn belt as the acreage of GM-
corn borer corn varieties are planted in in-
creasing acreage. However, if a farm or spe-
cific field is having chronic problems with corn 
borer damage, then the producer may want to 
consider planting one   of the BT-corn borer 
corn varieties.  
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Medium or Large CAFO size: Medium 
CAFO farms that have been operating 
under a permit (GP 04-02) were supposed 
to fully implement their CNMP by June 30, 
2009. The new ECL permit gives Medium 
CAFOs until 2012 (or 2014 under certain                
circumstances)  
to implement the 
CNMP. There is 
strong incentive 
for Medium        
CAFOs to file for 
the new ECL 
permit after    
January 1, 2010 
so long as they 
have had      
manure storage 
structures evaluated by an  engineer and 
meet the other requirements set out by 
DEC. 
 

     Large CAFOs have two potential 
courses of action: 1) they may go ahead 
and file for the new ECL permit after 
January 1, 2010 so long as they have  
fully implemented their CNMP and           
practices are being properly operated and            
maintained; or 2) even if the CNMP is fully 
implemented, a farm may elect to            
maintain permit coverage under the GP 
04-02 CWA permit and decide whether to 
file for the ECL permit once the new CWA 
permit is released.  At the present time,  
neither option appears to offer any              

By: Karl Czymmek, PRO-DAIRY 
 

     With the New Year, it is time to review 
New York CAFO options and consider steps 
for getting covered under the new permit 
structure.  We are still waiting for the second 
CAFO permit option expected to be offered 
by DEC: the Clean Water Act (CWA) permit 
for farms that discharge or Large CAFOs 
that have not implemented their CNMP.  
Remember that farms with a fully             
implemented and properly maintained 
CNMP are deemed to be designed,            
implemented and operated to not discharge 
and so are eligible for  New Yorkôs             
Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) 
CAFO permit released in June 2009. 
 

     DEC recently announced that they will 
not be processing any Notice of Intent forms 
for the ECL permit sent in by farms in 2009 
until after January 1, 2010. This is a good 
thing as it will allow these farms to make 
their annual report in March 2010 the same 
way they did in 2009. Similarly, all               
previously permitted farms that file their 
Notice of Intent (NOI) for the new ECL         
Permit after January 1, 2010, will be able to 
make their 2009 annual report in the same 
format as the 2008 annual report. 
 

     All farms of CAFO size need to talk with 
a Certified Planner to help sort out the    
permit decisions and properly file paperwork 
with DEC. Existing CAFOs have a couple of 
choices depending on whether the farm is 

significant strategic advantage.  Under   
option 2, based on the DRAFT CWA Permit 
released in December 2008, farms           
remaining under GP 04-02 until the new 
CWA permit is released will have 6 months 
from the permitôs issuance to decide which 

permit to use and 
to file the         
appropriate       
paperwork. If you 
are not sure which            
direction is right 
for your farm, or if 
you think you may 
need to continue 
Clean Water Act 
permit coverage 
under the new 

permit  structure, you should consult with an 
attorney.  
 

     Under new DEC requirements, farms 
that are Medium CAFO size (200 or more 
cows of milking age or 300 or more heifers 
of any age) but have not been operating 
under a CAFO permit will need to get an 
ECL or CWA Permit by March 31, 2010.      
If you have not contacted a Certified CAFO 
planner, it would be wise to do so as soon 
as possible. A list of Certified CAFO           
planners can be found at 
www.agmkt.state.ny.us/SoilWater/aem/
cnmp.html by clicking on ñAEM Certified 
Planner Directoryò. 

Sorting Out The NY CAFO Permit Options For 2010 

farm. Cornell University and              
Cooperative Extension support will 
include working with participants at 
their farms to complete the farm           
business summary and analysis           
process. There are no fees for farms  
to participate. If you are an organic 
dairy producer and you feel that  
measuring and comparing your          
financial results to other organic dairy 
farm businesses will help you be more 

     Are you an organic dairy farmer in NY 
looking to improve your record keeping and 
financials? Take advantage of a new         
opportunity to participate in the Dairy Farm 
Business Summary designed specifically 
for organic producers.   
 

     Participants will complete farm business 
summaries for the 2008-2010 years,            
identify areas for possible improvement, 
and make decisions about changes on the 

successful, contact John Hanchar for more 
information, (585) 658-3250 extension 112, or 
by email,  jjh6@cornell.edu. 
 

     The new project is a collaborative effort of 
the Cornell Cooperative Extension NWNY 
Dairy, Livestock, and Field Crops Program; 
Cornell University Pro-Dairy, & the Finger 
Lakes Resources Conservation and             
Development Council. It is funded by the NY 
Farm Viability Institute.  

Attn: Organic Dairy Farmers: Dairy Farm Business Summary                  
Opportunity 
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