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Dear Town Official:

This newsletter is being sent to you by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County on behalf of the
Madison County Farmland Protection Board.

We hope that you find the information in this newsletter helpful. We welcome your comments. Call us at

6843001.
Sincerely,
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Karen Baase April Winslow
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How Schools Can Help Communities In N®

By John W. Sipple, Hope Ca those roles and
and Robin M. Blakely, Corne the interests of
University local residents
What is the issue? are better

Schools play multiple roles ir understooql in NYS Total Urban Uban  Rural
communities of all sizes.  Cost/benefit Dissatisied ~ 24.6% 29.6% 72%  164%
Schools not only meeta  calculations. Ar( Neual — 140% 14.7% 153%  106%
communityods e New Yorkers | siisfied  613% 55.7% 67.5%  729%

b ut th ey p rovi d e em p | Oym en Satleled Wlth th' Source: 2009 Empire State Poll and CaRDI Rural Survey, Cornell University

social, cultural, and recreatio Public educatior— _ _ _
opportunities for residents1. N their communities? How ci Satisfaction with local

the smallest and most remot local schools best help their schools

communities, schools are oft COMmunity? What additional We begin by asking about the
considerethecivic institution S€rvices could schools offer - general level of satisfaction
and quite possibly the only ~Nelp their local community?  with the public schools in local

economically viable institutio  To better understand thes COMmunities. Respondents

town. However, with the curr issues, we analyze data fron WE'€ @sked the question:

budget crisis in New York St 1,100 respondents to the 201 T i nking about
school districtparticularly  Empire State Poll and CarD €9t quality and any other
smaller districts in rural area: Rural Survey, telephone considerations important to you,
face increased pressure to  surveys conducted by the how sgtlsfled or c_hssatlsfle_d are
achieve cost savings througt Survey Research Institute at YOU With the public educationin
shared services and Cornell University. We exam Y O Uf _communi ty?
consolidation. Such constrail responses to a series of 1@l (61.3 percent) of New

may affect the ability of these questions about public schoc Yorkers report being satisfied
schools to serve their multipl in New York State communit with the |_o_ubI|c educ_atlon_ln their
roles and important functions comparing answers among communities, but this varies

their local communities. downstate urban, upstate urt dramatically across the state.
Conversely, there may be  and rural New York State ~ D0Wnstate urbanites report
opportunities for smaller schi respondents. the lowest levels of satisfaction
districts to weather the storm (Continued on @age

Figure 1: How satisfied are you with the public education in
your community?

Downstate Upstate
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(55.7 percent) while rural New Yorkers are
the most satisfied (72.9 percent), a 17

point difference. How schools help

communities Survey respondents were

al so asked the
communities can be helped/served/

supported in many ways by their local
school districts. How can your local school
hel

di strict best

signal an increasing isolation of the rural
communities (and their children) from the
pathway to greater economic and social
success.

It is clear from these findings that schools

foll owing questi on havethe potential to provide more than

educational services for children in a
community, and that many New Yorkers
view these services in a positive light. In
p your [ ocal ¢ om midOctober, New York Governor David

Of the three choices offered, the majorégpondents healthcare services app Paterson outlined his plan to reduce the
of New Yorkers feel that their local schodle more important2. Rural New Y¢ state budget deficit by $3 billion, a plan
district can best help their community Wgre most likely to feel that local schewhich includes significant midyear cuts to
better preparing students for college (6&Bicts would best help their commu NYS school districts (including sissul
percent), although this figure varies by remaining the same. health centers) and municipalities. These

across the state (see Figure 2xhird®

cuts further reinforce the need for school

of downstate urbanites hold this view, Biscussion and Policy Implications  districts and municipalities to partner on
well as over half of their upstate urbarThe majority of New Yorkers are satis providing key community services. Rural
counterparts. Less than half (46.4

Figure 2: How can your local school district best help your

local community?

Downstate ~ Upstate

NYSTotal  Urban
Better preparing
students for college 603%  66.7%
Better preparing students
for local employment 204%  185%
Not doing anything different
(already helping) 192%  148%

Source: 2009 Empire State Poll and CaRDI Rural Survey, Cornell University
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percent) of rural New Yorkers agree,
point difference from downstate urbanétg

with the public education in their people are the most satisfied with the publ
community and see their local school education in their communities, and many
most helpful in preparing students for not want to see changes in what their
college. schools offer. Ironically, however, in the

In addition, a significant share of current economic, social and political
responden’t feel that local school distr environment it is small rural schools that

could best help their community by may face the greatest pressure to change:
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that their local school district was alregshyetterm investments ofgkool and '

helping and did not need to do anythirgllege educations, particularly as a
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