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MADISON COUNTY 4-H 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION LEADER REFERENCE GUIDE
The following awards and trips are presented through the Madison County 4-H program to recognize 4-H’ers efforts.

Award selections are done by an awards selection committee. All 4-H leaders and interested volunteers are invited to be a part of the awards selection committee. Call the 4-H office for information about this opportunity. The committee reviews the following pieces of information:

1. The 4-H’ers Portfolio and Trip Application Form
2. Leader/parent/appropriate adult recommendations

3. Leader Award Nomination Form (younger members)
Awards and trips are supported in part by the Madison County 4-H Foundation, Inc.  Most awards are presented at the Awards and Recognition Bruncheon.  Watch the Flash for more details.

All nominations and applications must be received in the Cooperative Extension Office by the Friday after Columbus Day. They can be e-mailed to TLL7@cornell.edu. If special criteria is followed. Call Terri for more information on this process or to ask questions at the 4-H office 684-3001.

Section 1 – Younger Member and Club Awards

Please note that awards in this category are based on nominations made by club leaders.  Leaders should submit an Award Nomination Form no later than the Friday after Columbus Day.  Forms are distributed through re-enrollment packets and are also available from the office and online at www.madisoncouuntycce.org.

Younger Member Awards   (4-H’ers currently in grades 4-6)

Encouragement Awards

This award recognizes 4-H’ers based on the following criteria:

· Shown exceptional interest in a project area  

· Worked hard on their project

· Been motivated to learn more in project area

· Overcome barriers to reach their project goals

· Developed skills in this area 
· Shared project with others through exhibiting at the fair or public presentations. 

Project areas include:

Clothing/Sewing


Communications/Public Presentations

Leadership



Natural Resources

Citizenship/Community Service
Expressive Arts – Drama/Music

Woodworking



Music

Science & Technology

Animal Sciences:
Creative Arts



Dairy/Beef

Food & Nutrition


Horses

Horticulture/Gardening

Sheep

Safety – Shooting Sports, Bicycle
Goats






Rabbits & Cavies






Dogs







Poultry

4-H Spirit Award
This award recognizes:

· Enthusiasm

· Helpfulness
· Cooperation 
· Effort in project work.  
One to two nominations per club, please.  A member may only receive this award once. It is designed to encourage continued involvement in 4-H. 
Club Awards

Community Service Award

All clubs who submit the forms are recognized for their community service activities.  Clubs will be selected for special outstanding Community Service Awards based on the quality, creativity and extent of their highlighted project. Nominate your club on the Leader Nomination Form. Sometimes the community service and creative club projects overlap, the selection committee reserves the right to consider clubs in eith category with the submitted application. 
Creative Club Project Award

This award will be presented to a club who has completed a creative, cooperative group project. Nominate your club on the Leader Nomination Form.
Junior Leader Recognition

Recognizes teens (currently in grades 8-12) who assisted leaders by teaching projects to younger members and helped organize and run club activities. Please list on the Leader Nomination Form.
Section 2 – Junior and Senior Project Awards

These awards are presented to 4-H’ers who have done outstanding work.  The selections are based on 4-H Portfolio which 4-H’ers must submit to the office no later than the Friday after Columbus Day.  If you have filled out a record form before, be sure to add this year’s information to your current record. Be sure to use the form dated December 2010.   A Portfolio packet is available online at www.madisoncountycce.org.
Junior Project Awards
(4-H’ers currently in grades 7-9)

The 4-H’er has:

· Done outstanding project work (at least two projects in a particular area)

· Exhibited their project work at fairs or displays

· Done public presentations

· Participated in community service 

· Demonstrated leadership abilities.  

Criteria will be considered by the Awards Selection Committee and the appropriate recognition given.
Award categories include:

Clothing/Sewing


Communications/Public Presentations
Leadership



Natural Resources
Citizenship/Community Service
Expressive Arts – Drama/Music
Woodworking



Music
Science & Technology

Animal Sciences:
Creative Arts



Dairy/Beef
Food & Nutrition


Horses
Horticulture/Gardening

Sheep
Safety – Shooting Sports, Bicycle
Goats





Rabbits & Cavies






Dogs


Poultry

Senior Project Awards – (4-H’ers currently in grades 10-12)

The 4-H’er has:

· Done outstanding project work.

· Done project work in a variety of areas.

· Demonstrated leadership abilities.

· Demonstrated citizenship and community service.

· Shown progress from simple to more complex projects and activities.

Criteria will be considered by the Awards Selection Committee and the appropriate recognition given.

Award categories include:

Clothing/Sewing


Communications/Public Presentations

Leadership



Natural Resources

Citizenship/Community Service
Expressive Arts – Drama/Music

Woodworking



Music

Science & Technology

Animal Sciences:
Creative Arts



Dairy/Beef

Food & Nutrition


Horses

Horticulture/Gardening

Sheep

Safety – Shooting Sports, Bicycle
Goats






Rabbits & Cavies





Dogs


Poultry

Section 3 – Award Trips

GUIDELINES:

1. All teens, currently enrolled in 7th – 12th grade with at least 1 year or more of club work are eligible to apply for the following trips.

2. All trip winners will be announced at the Awards and Recognition Luncheon.  Further trip details will be sent closer to the time of the trip.

CAPITAL DAYS

Objective:
Participants gain insight into how State government works, explore career opportunities in government, and meet with legislators.  Meet teens from across the state.

When:
Early March – Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

Where:
Albany, New York

Age:
9th – 12th Grades

Selection Based On:
Interest, outstanding club work, participation in community service projects and leadership activities.

 CAREER EXPLORATION  at Cornell

Objective:
Gain insight into career and job opportunities. Experience the Cornell University campus.

When:
End of June
Where:
Ithaca, New York – Cornell University

Age:
7th – 12th Grade

Selection Based On:
Interest, outstanding club work, participation in community service projects and leadership activities. This trip can also be an Honors Trip or self-pay basis.

WASHINGTON CITIZENSHIP FOCUS TRIP

Objective:
Gain insight into how Federal Government works, explore rights and responsibilities of citizenship, visit historical sites and meet teens from across the county.

When:
Early Summer – 6 days – Every other year – Next trip 2013
Where:
Washington, D.C.

Age:
10th – 12th Grade

Selection Based On:
Interest, outstanding club work, participation in community service projects and leadership activities.

HONOR TRIP SCHOLARSHIPS

Receive a scholarship to be used towards the educational experience of your choice.  These trips can also be attended on a self-pay basis.

The choices will include:

· A.B.C. Trip – This mid-October trip to SUNY Cobleskill explores numerous career opportunities in the agricultural field.  

· Career Exploration Event @ Cornell – This June trip to Cornell allows 4-H’ers to explore various career opportunities. 

· STARR – This weekend offers an opportunity to join with other teens in the state to talk about promoting 4-H and developing leadership.

· Teen Winter Weekend – This February trip travels to Camp Oswagatchie for a weekend of winter activities and offers a chance to meet 4-H’ers from other counties.

· Dairy Discovery is a trip to Cornell that offers in-depth information about the dairy industry.

· 4-H Camp is offered in many areas of the state. The 4-H office can assist you with information about camps in the area.

· Other 4-H sponsored educational trips as approved by the 4-H office.

Section 4 – 4-H College Scholarships

The Madison County 4-H Foundation sponsors scholarships for further education for 4-H members.  High school seniors who are interested should indicate this on their application form.  They will be given more information.  Contact the office for more information or online.  Applications are due the first Monday in April.

